












THE NEW ZEALAND GAZETTE 225

General Post Office.
Wellington, 10th May, 1867.

THE following instructions are republished for the
guidance of Customs Officers, Magistrates, and

.others, in conducting investigations under "The
Inquiry into Wrecks Act, 1863."

JOHN HALL.
Postmaster- General.

1. JDuties of Customs O~cers, #o.
1. Any Cttstoms Officer, or other person authorized

by the Act, who shall apply (§ 7) to a Resident
a ~[agistrate, or two Justices to hear any case in

reference to the Wreck of any vessel, shall make such
1 I application in writing, stating therein the particulars
]~ of the case in reapect of which such investigation is
~required.

2. The Customs Officer, or othc~ person authorized,
l~hall,~before the commencement of the investigation,
ft~ish a copy of such application to each of the
minster, mate, and engineer of the wrecked vessel.

~. The Customs Officer, or other authorized person,
~ha~ superintend the management of the case at the
investigation (§ 9).
"-~.~Should the Court be of opinion that any person
connected with the wreck should be prosecuted
cri~i~ally, the Customs Officer, or other authorized
person~, should lay an information and prosecute in
the usual way.

~" Duties of Mayistrate.s.

1. I.i~,ving taken evidence, the Magistrate or
Ju~ices, shall in all cases prepare a repor~ to the
Governo~ containing a full statement (1) of the case,
and (2) of their opinion thereon, such report (3) 
be si~e~l by the Magistrate or Justices, and (4) 
the ~aut~al Assessor, if there be one and he concurs
(5), and tO’ be forwarded to the Governor through the
Postmaster,~eneral (6), together with the whole 
or such extracts from the evidence as the Court shall
~hink necessary .(§ 9 and 10). Should the Nautical
Assessor not co~cur in the report, he should forward
his dissent and ~l~’easons therefor to the Governor

10). "~,
(§2. The Court has .:power, provisional on the
Governor’s confirmatioG-\to cancel or suspend the
certificate of any master, t~ate, or engineer, and in
any case in which it may be vonsidered proper so to
cancel or suspend a certificatd.the Court should

1. Take care that a Nautical" Assessor sits with
the Court.

2. Call on such master, mate, or engineer, to
deliver up his certificate which under § 24 of
"The Merchant Shipping Act Amendment
Act, 1802," he is bound to do.

8. State~ in open Court their decision, provisional
on Governor’s confirmation, in respect to
cancelling or suspending the certifi~:ate.
(" Merchant Shipping Act, 1862," § : 23
par. 3.)

4. State, in their report to the Governor, the fact
of a copy of the statement of the case.upon
which the investigation was ordered-having
been furnished to the owner of the cert~
before the commencement of the investi~atiofi.
("Merchant Shipping Act, 1862," § 23,
par. 6.)

5. See that the Assessor concurs in the report,
and signs it as so concurring. (Ibid.)

6. Transmit the report with the whole evidence
taken, and the cancelled or suspended certifi-
cate to the Governor through the Postmaster-
General, for confirmation and transmission to
*he Board of Trade. (Ibid, par. 3.)

General Post Office,
Wellington, llth May, 1867.

THE following Report of the Court of Inquiry held
under " The Inquiry into Wrecks Act, 1863/’

on the wreck of the s.s. "Queen," is published for
general information.

J’oH~ I.IxI, L,
Postmaster- General.

Resident Magistrate’s Court,
Wellington, 13th April, 1867.

SIR,--In accordance with the requirements of thq
warrant, dated on the 8th and forwarded to me in
your letter of the 9th instant, I have now the honor,
to report that on the 9th instant, assisted by H.
Benson, Esq., General Manager of the Panama :New
Zealand and Australian Steam Navigation Company,
as Nautical Assessor, I held an inquiry into the loss
of the steamship " Queen." She was an iron vessel
of 260 tons gross register and 70 horse power, the
property of the New Zealand Steam Navigation
Company, commanded by Ferdinand Charles Krccft,
a master of considerable experience in these waters,
holding a certificate of competency from the Board
of Trade in England, also a New Zealand steam
certificate.

From the evidence, it appears that she ]eft this
port at 5’30 p.m. on the 5th instant, bound to Nelson,
m a sound staunch condition, with all the require-
ments of the New Zealand Steam Navigation Act
duly complied with.

At 8 p.m. Cape Terawiti bore about East, distant
four miles, s very strong N.W. wind prevailing at the
time ; a N.N.W. course was then steered until 11"20,
when Cape Koemaru bore S.W. g--W. (correct
magnetic), distant about six miles, a position verified
by cross bearings of the " Brothers;" from it the
ship was kept N.W. by N. until t1"55, .when she
struck heavily on Cook’s Rock, and very shortly after
sank in deep water.

From the evidence of Messrs. ]~ennedy, Wheeler,
and Rennet, all of them officers of long experience
in the command of s~eamers on the I~ew Zealand
coast, it appears that the course steered from 11"20
p-re., when the position of the ship was last fixed,
ought to have taken her well outside and clear of
Cook’s Rock. The ship appears to have been eared
fully navigated, and the master was on deck during
the first watch until the ship struck.

:From the evidence adduced, I must conclude that
the loss of the ship is due to an unexpected deviation
of the compasses, rather than to any act or de~ult of
the master.

I have, &e.,
Jx~rs C. CRxw~o~D, R.M.

The I.ion. the Postmaster-General.

I, Henry Baskerville Benson, Nautical Assessor on
the inquiry into the loss of the s.s. " Queen," do
concur in the above Report concerning the loss of the
said vessel.

I-L B. BE~so~,
Nautical Assessor.

Wellington, New Zealand,
13th 2~pril, 1867.

2llinute 3~ Marine _~ngineer.

In the absence of :I~ghts and Beacons masters of
steamers are advised not to a~empt the inner passage
at night. " -"\

J~.s l~.’~B~rroua,
Marine ]~t~g~eer.

\
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General Post Office,
Wellington, llth May, 1867.

~EE¯ following Articles of Agreement with the
]" ~ 15anama l~ew Zealand and Australian Royal
Mail Company (Limited) for conveyanceof malls
between Port Chalmers and Melbourne are publishea
for general information.

Jom~ ~.

ARTICLES of AGREE~-EI~T made this first day of
M~rch, .in the year of our Lord one thousand
ei_gllt ~fl/~d sixty-seven,..between ~th~..4~a~ area

(~)~:who,, ~ ~are herel.affer styled ~ 8on-
tractors, of the one part, and Her l~ajesty s Post-
m~t~r, Oeneral of the Colony. of New ZeAland, on
behalf of the. said Colony, m purw~ance of the
,prtwisioas of " The New Zealan~ Post Office Act,
1858," of the other part, wir.~Ess, that for the
considerations hereinaft-er mentioned, the said con-
tractors, for themselves, their successors and limited
asslgns, covenant with the said Postmaster-General,
and his successors in o~ce, as follows :--

I2That at all times during the continuance ofthis
%,r~ment, or so long as the service hereby agreed
to ]~e performed between Melbourne and Port
Chalmer~, ought to be performed in .pursuance
thereb~,,~the contractors will, for the purpose of

~’ ....... St ’eonvey~,n ~s. hereinafter l~°nded,, , all H~ ]~.aje. y s
Mails (~ w~mh term "Ma~ls’ all letters, boxes, bags
or paeke~s of letters, newspapers, books or printed
pal~e~ ~ent hv the Post to whatever country or
pla~e~ %hey::~may’be addressed, or in whatever country
or~:_"~ ma~ ]iave Criginaf~l; ~. ~ empty
bags a~d 0!~[ier iJt~ms, u~l:’~ ~ u~e~tii!a ~ing
on the Pos~ O~ce Service, w~ilch ~hall be°sent by or
tO or.from th~ ]?ost Office, are agreed to be cerebra-

time, by the Postmaster-General for the time being
Of the said Colony, hereinafter styled the Postmaster-
GeneS, ~r:a~y of his officers or agents, be required
to bk cohv~.~e~[, provide, ann keep seaworthy, and in
com~l~ rep;~air, for such conveyance, once each wa~y
in e~eh eajendar month between Melbourne and Port
Chalm~s,~:a sufficient number of good, ~bstantial,
and e~ent steam vessels for the said service.

2. The Vessels to be employed under this agree-
ment shall be always ~urnished while in actual use
with-all appropriate and necessar~r machinery,
engineS, apparel, ~urniture, stores, tackle, boats, fuel,
lamp~, oil for lamps and ,engines, taller, provisions,
anchors, cables, fire pumps ,and other proper means
for extinguishing fire, lightning conductors, charts,
chronometers, proper nautical ins~umentl~, medicines,
and whatsoever~ else may be requisite for equipping
the said vessels, and rendering them constantly
efficient for the service hereby agreed to be per-
formed, and also manned and provided with competent
otilcers, and with a sufficient nqmber of efficient
engineers, and a sufficient crew of able seamen and
otl~er men, to be in all respects, an to vessels,
engines, ~quipments, officers, otlgineer~,: arid cr~,
subjectin"the i]mt instance, and from time to time,.
and at all times afterwards, to the appro~at 4t~ ~
Postmaster-General, or of such othw eo)q~ent
person or persons as he shall at any tin~or~tim~
or from tim,,to time, authorize to, inspl~ a~d
examine the same.

3. One of the said steam vessels sl~dl, w~hin
two{T-four hours after the arr~¢~l of the :European
Mall at the port of~l’6ourne aforesaid, in each
month,’leave t at t to? Port Chalmers doresaid,
and ahall, unless~lrrevented by te~npestuo~ weather,
call at the ~luff Harb6ur to land and r~eeiVe ~Iails,

and shall deliver the Mails at Port Chalmers within
one hundred and fifty-six hours from the hour of"
del~ture from Melbourne.

4. One of the said steam vessels shall, in the event
of the European Mail not arriving’in ~£elbourne aS
its due date, await the arrival of such Mail for a- ....
period of forty-eight hours without extra remunera-
tion, and also for a further talkie" d of forty-eight
hours if required so to await by the said Postmaster-
General or his agent, in eonsideratio~ of an extra:
payment :~ the rate of £4 per hour for such secon¢I
period of forty-eight hours. If the ,arrival of~.~he
EUml~an Mail at King. Geo r~es S,_onnd, ~.

at Melbe~ ~’b~f~ ~e ~Pi~ration~ ~’’ ~:
stiel~secondperiod of fortyY~ight hours,the contractors
shall if so required by the Postmaster.General. or_his
agent, either detain the said steam vessel until after
the receipt on board of the European M~it, being
paid for such further detention an extra payment :~- ¯
the rate of £4 per hour, or shall at their o
despatch the said European Mail within three
after its arrival atMelbourne by
steamer, without such extra payment.

5: One of the said steamships shall leave
Chalmers on the twentieth day of each_
(except the month of February.), or such other
as may be appointed, not earlier than two pa in
the day ; and on the eighteenth day of the mo~
:February, not earlier than two p.m. on that day. -

6. All Her Majesty’s 1
]~uropean Mail Ships v/~ Melbourne, and from "the
Zealand for transmission by the European ]
via Melbourne, shall be respectively taken ....
delivered on board the European Mail
Hobson’s Bay, at MelbOurne and at ~"
of the contractors ; and
Melbourne for :New Zealand, and from .’~eal~l .~
te~ ~[~, sl~ll, as the ~ may re~j~i~e,~ ~ ~.

effective covering b aM" , ~[~p p yp o’" ~ ~

manned, and equipped by the contractors to t]~’
satisfaction of the Poshn~ter-Gene~al or hi,

/agent, z
7. A chief cabin pass~4~e, free of cost either for

passage or victu~llin~(~n-~aeh of the steams hil~
employed under this contract, shall be provided :on
all occasions whoa required by the ~ostmaster,
General f~r an ~]~t or clerk o~"~he New Zealand
Post ~r;~ and, also, a safe and :l~roper place off
dep~ t ~the Mails, and proper accommodation, to
the ~ll~ion of the Postmaster:~eneral, for
en~] ~ t~e Mails to be sorted on board of the said
sl~ ,l~p~, ~nd that the crew of each of the said

¢l~all assist in conveying the Mails betwe~ " ~ .
t~! ~il Room and the Sorting Room whenever it
may ~:aec~ssary, under the direction of the Mail

/l~reinmentioned.
:~t:each port; ~,-~t o~elerk ’uf fflie t~¢~~ ....
~l~i~ ~ Office shall, whenever and as often a~
~’liim shall be deemed practicable or necessary for~
the public service, be conveyed on shore, and a~so
from the shore to the vessel employed for the time "
being in the performance of this agreement, together
with or (if such officer or officers shall conside~ it
requisite for the pulToses of this agreement so to
do) without Mails, in a suitable and seaworthy boat,
of not less than four oars, to. be furnished with
effectual covering for the l~Iaita, and properly
provided, manned, and equipped by the C~ompany,
nnd that the directions of such officer shall in all
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